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Only Surround contains calcined kaolin to:
• increase photosynthesis & reduce canopy temperatures 

in hot weather
• reduce yield-robbing sun damage
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Too much sun can reduce yield.
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Ross Abberfield recommends the use of traps as part of 
the area wide management of the pest.

FRU IT  FLY

•  Male annihilation technique (MAT) with male-targeting 
pads, blocks, gels 

• Netting, pesticide application, QFF repellents, baiting.

Mr Abberfield said QFF has successfully been eradicated 
from Tasmania, South Australia and New Zealand, which 
are recognised as fruit fly free areas, resulting in favourable 
trade status. 

“This fruit fly free status has been achieved through the 
effective implementation of a range of stringent and robust 
strategies.” 

When used for control purposes these traps are deployed on 
a 20m grid. 

Maximising the effectiveness of food-based traps

As is the case with pheromone traps, food based traps 
should be kept out of direct sunlight in summer and care 
should be undertaken to ensure leaves and twigs do not 
touch the trap, allowing ants to enter the trap and eat the 
dead flies.

Male and female QFF may be attracted to food at any time 
during daylight hours. These traps are most attractive when 
relative humidity is highest and this often occurs in the early 
morning (after sunrise), late afternoon and after irrigation or 
watering. 

The ratio of females to males attracted to food-based traps 
varies over the season and within the landscape. Traps may 
need to be moved around the yard or block so they are 
best positioned to attract QFF depending on the season and 
when and where fruit are ripe or ripening. 

Fruit fly traps are used in home gardens, commercial 
cropping areas, crown and council lands, roadside land 
and waterways. Traps are one component in the area wide 
control of QFF and have proven essential in the prevention 
of fruit fly. 

In addition to the monitoring and control of fruit fly with 
traps, other Area Wide Management strategies that combine 
to effectively reduce the spread of QFF include:

• Removal of unwanted host plants

• Clean-up and disposal of fallen and unwanted fruit

• Whole-of-community awareness and action against fruit fly 

• Pruning QFF host plants for improved QFF management


